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conscientiousness, firmly trusted by others, like the steady
climate where the very sunshine and the cloud become
mechanical, but not animating to them, or lifting them
above their level. It operates, moreover, in the details of
conduct, m concrete instances of moral decision, taken one
by one, as they arise. Life, under its influence, is taken
piecemeal, and is nothing but an aggregate of actions: if
each is cared for as it comes, the whole will take care of
itself: its real transactions are all m small change. In this
way, all the inward affections, whether of others or of our-
selves, are out of view, except as a machinery for turning
out a sound action, as it is wanted: as elements in the
history of a soul, as functions of a permanent inner life,
invested with other relations than with the home, the
market, and the state, they have no place in thought, and
are neither loved nor hated, except m what they have done.
It is not that the simply conscientious man is indifferent to
motives, and wants only to secure the right act, come
whence it may: he scorns hollow pretence, however bene-
ficent, and turns away from false excuses, however hanniess.
But he stops with the instance, and is not diverted by it
from his habit of estimating life by its catalogue of external
contents.

Now the posture of mind which I describe as Reverence
contemplates these things in just the inverse order. It
cares for right actions, not simply as good phenomena, but
chiefly as the expression of right affection, as functions of
pure, of faithful, of self-devoted, of lofty character. Not
content to rest with the fruits, it presses on to the lovely or
stately nature that bore them. And m thus passing from
them to their producing source, the feeling itself undergoes
a change. In place of an approbation which looks with
complacency down, it becomes a homage which looks rev-
erently uf; and finds itself in presence, not of a definite
thing done, but of the living doer, the cause of it and of
indefinite other possibilities of'nobleness; and so is trans-
ferred from the level of ethical satisfaction to the plane of